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JEWISH HISTORY 
LESSON 5 

Jews in Europe 
 

I. Prominent Leaders 
 

A. Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon 1135 – 1206 Cordoba, Spain aka Maimonedes & Rambam 
 

Great scholar and a prolific writer  
Wrote: Mishneh Torah (14 vols)  
said “what is really important is the rulings not the reasoning”  
 
“from Moshe to Moshe there is no one like Moshe” 

 
B. Baruch Spinoza & Moses Mendahlson 

 
Established modern Judaism, they based their works on Maimondes’ writings. 
 
Established 13 articles of faith, among them: 
We believe in 1 God – indivisible and incorporeal (no physical body) 
Believed in the coming of the Messiah who will bring peace on earth;  

 Messiah brings peace, there is no peace thus Yeshua is not the Messiah 
 

Europe was under feudal system: rich owned land poor worked the land for the rich and were 
given subsistence: 
 
Jews not allowed to own land or practice crafts like carpentry, blacksmithing etc. They became 
merchants and money lenders – they prospered lords saw this and raised their taxes they 
passed on the costs to the consumers. 
 
They gained reputation of being good with money and being stingy. 
 
II. The Crusades 

 
A. Beginning 

 
Around 800 AD, Charlemagne (Charles the Great) ruled what is called the Holy Roman 
Empire.  
 
1054 Church split – West: Roman Catholic, East (Constantinople): Eastern Orthodox 
 
Late 11th Century Muslims conquered the Holy Land 
 
Eastern church asked for help, Pope Urban II saw it as an opportunity to reunite the 
church. He raised an army 
 
He promised that anyone who participated would have their sins forgiven and go straight 
to heaven. (no purgatory) 
 
He said you can kill infidels but not, other Christians.  
 
Everybody was to stitch a cross on their clothing, they were called the “Christian Army”  
 
Marched from Europe to Jerusalem killing Arabs and Jews along the way. In 
Constantinople (Turkey) they mistook Turkish Christians for Muslims and killed thousands 
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B. Crusader Campaigns 
 
1096 the first Crusade –  2 armies from Germany led by barbaric warlord 
 
1 army led by Peter the Hermit - men, women and children with farming tools 
 
1 army from France of real soldiers 
 
Reached Jerusalem in 1099 and surrounded it – Muslims had left 
Gathered 6,000 Jews in Great Synagogue and set it on fire while singing hymns 
 
Jewish Response: Kiddush Hashem (sanctification of the name of God) - Allowed Jews to 
commit suicide to prevent conversion. 
 
1140s 2nd crusade 
 
Late 1180s 3rd crusade: In 1190 the entire Jewish community of York, England 
massacred or committed suicide 
 
1200’s 4th Crusade  
 

III. Strange Beliefs About Jews  
 
A. Blood Libel – Jews used blood of children to make Matzah 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOknig9cEWo&t=36s 
 

B. Ritual murder – Jews murdered Christian children to re-enact the killing of Christ  
 

C. Desecration of Hosts (communion wafers) – Jews steal communion hosts and stab them 
to kill Christ 

100,000 Jews in Rotingen Germany killed in 6 months 
 
D. Jewish Response – Kaballah   

 
Judaism was intellectual – they needed something that would deal with emotions – the 
answer: Kabballah – to welcome or receive  
There is something hidden – special knowledge (Oral Torah) 
Deeper place in God that Jewish people can go to. 
A book called “Zohar” (Brilliance) –Published in Spain by Rabbi Moses De Leon 1280 
Supposedly found in Palestine. He probably wrote it himself 
 

E. Changes In the Christian World After Crusades 
 
Catharism 
 Dualism (Gnosticism) – god of good, god of evil 
 Formed their own congregations in Northern Italy and Southern Austria 
 Sent out lay preachers to establish their own churches. 
 Spreads rapidly because the gap is removed between the clergy and laity 
 
Waldenesians 
 Church is not the Ultimate Authority – the Bible is  
 People should live according to the Bible 
 Not justified by works and indulgences, but by faith.  
 
1215 – RC Church convened the Fourth Lattern Council  to address these issues also 
formed the Dominican Order to counter “Heretics”. 
 
Church was also concerned with Jewish intermingling (marriage) with Christians 
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 Jews were made to wear a special marker on their clothing 
 Passion plays depicting the death of Christ depicted Jews as Christ killers. 
 Forced Disputation – debates between Jewish converts and Jews 
 

IV.  Spanish Jews in 14th Century 
 

A. The Inquisition 
 
1378; Seville a priest destroyed a synagogue and confined Jews to Ghettos 
 
June 4 1391 pogrom breaks out and 100,000 Jews were converted and killed  
 
3 groups of Jewish people emerged 

Jews 
Conversos 
Morranos (Secret Jews) 

 
Discrimination between “Old” & “New” Christians (Jewish converts) in the church 
 
1478 Pope Sixtus IV issues the decree to investigate genuineness of Jewish converts  
 
Inquisition began in 1481 under Tourqemada. (Dominican monk) 
 

B. Expulsion 
 
1492 King Ferdinand orders that all Jews either convert or leave the country 
 
Jewish leaders arrange with Portugal to take in large number of Jews  
King John II (Joao II) agrees but 8 months later changes his mind and forced them to 
convert 
 
August 1492 on Tisha B’av (9 Day of Av)  
100,000 converted 
100,000 left 
 
God needed a remnant 
 

C. Christopher Columbus 
 
Spent much time with Jews – dated his journal form the 2nd Temple 
 
He wrote in Hebrew “With the help of God” 
 
Had many Jewish “conversos” in his crew 
 
Planned departure on Tisha B’av  
 
Possible that he was a converso 
 
On the journey he heard the “Kol Nidre” coming from the other ships (Yom Kippur prayer) 
 
Crew found a palm branch (used at Sukkot) floating in the sea 
 
Landed in America – it became a safe haven for Jewish people 
 
Was he Jewish? We don’t know but one willing vessel can change the whole world. 
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V. Jewish Migration  
 
Ashkenazi Jews lived in Central & Eastern Europe (Most American Jews are Ahkenazi) 
 
Sephardic Jews from Spain, moved to: Holland, N. Africa, Brazil, Turkey, Poland, Italy Some 
went to Palestine  
 
In Europe they were absorbed into the Ashkenazi community 
 

VI.  Religious Climate In Europe  
 
Renaissance in society  
 
Religious Reformation 

Jews: The Karaite Movement – did not conform to Talmud, stuck closely to Torah 
 
Church 
Martin Luther, John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli 

 
Martin Luther and The Jews 
 
Tried to reach out to them but was rejected, in 1547 he wrote a book “On the Jews and their 
lies”, He wrote: 
 
“What shall we Gentiles do with this damned, rejected race of Jews? …  
First their synagogues should be set on fire…  
Secondly their homes should likewise be broken and destroyed…  
Thirdly, they should be deprived of their prayer-books and Talmud’s… 
 Fourthly, their rabiis must be forbidden under threat of death to teach any more… 
Fifthly, passport and traveling documents should be absolutely forbidden for Jews…  
Sixthly, they ought to be stopped from usury …  
Seventhly, let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail, the axe, the hoe, 
the spade, the distaff and the spindle, and let them earn their bread by the sweat of their 
noses…  
We ought to drive the rascally lazy bones out of our system… Therefore away with them… 
So that we may all be free of this insufferable devilish burden – the Jews.”  
 

VII. Jews of Eastern Europe 
 

Jews moved from Ashkenaz into Eastern Europe – Kingdom of Khazar Georgia/Azerbyjhan),  
A small pagan kingdom King was interested in monotheism. 
He Invited Rabbi, Priest an Imam to listen to them, he was convinced by the Rabbi and 
everyone converted to Judaism 

 
VIII.  Jews in Palestine 

 
Jews in Palestine at this time consisted of Kabballist  
 
They looked at the expulsion of Jews in Spain and say that Messiah must be coming.  
 
“Messiah” comes out of Gaza. 
 
Rabbi Nathan of Gaza proclaims Shabbetai Tsvi to be Messiah. 
News reaches Poland and Jews there get excited 
Palestine ruled by Ottomans, Tzvi wanted to go to Sultan to demand that the land be 
returned to the Jews 
Sultan tells him; convert to Islam or die – he converts 
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IX. 30 years War 1618 – 1648  
 
Between Protestant and Catholic nations of Europe (Poland & France against England, 
Germany  
 
Ukraine was part of Poland, 1648 they revolted against Poland 
Ukraine was orthodox, Poland Catholic 
Cossacks ruled Ukraine and saw Jews as tools of Poland  
Between 100,00 to 500,00 were Killed by the Cossacks 
 

X. England 
 
Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel said that Jews must go to the ends of the earth (England) 
 
Ruled by Puritans led by Lord Oliver Cromwell, they were pro-Israel 
1600 – 1900 They paved the way for Jews to return to the land 
 

XI. Baal Shem Tov 
 
Rabbi Israel Ben Eliezer (1698 – 1760) born in Ukraine also known as Baal Shem Tov  
Supposedly received revelation from God  
He became the father of Chassidism. (ultra-orthodox) 
Changes Judaism so that it is not just for the scholars but for everyone 
They can experience God 
 
Other Chasidic sects include Lubavitch or Chabad (late 1700 or early 1800s in Russia)  
 
Menachem Schneerson, a Lubavitch Rabbi, lived in New York, never went to Israel 
Died in June 1994, in New York 
Believed (by his followers) to Be Messiah 
 

XII. Enlightenment Period 1700s 
 
Trade increased, religion became less important, so less persecution  
 
Rise of Philosophers such as Hume, Russo, John Locke and Voltaire who held anti-
religious viewpoints increased and so Governments give Jews citizenship. 
 

XIII. Moses Mendohlsen (Germany) 1729 – 86 
 
Believed in Assimilation he said that Jews should be citizens of the country that they were 
in first and Jews second. 
Europeans were willing to give them citizenship but they had to stop being Jewish 
At the end of his life he defended Judaism now called “father of modern Judaism” 
 

XIV.  American Revolution (1776) 
All men are created equal – very attractive to Jews, many move to America 
 

XV. French Revolution 1789 
 
Anti-religious revolution 
 
1791 – France allowed Jews to become citizens, but said they have to be “conscious of the 
error of the ways” they have to relinquish their distinctives of being Jewish. (Don’t be 
different) 
 
Napoleon Bonaparte 1769 - 1821 
 



Jewish History 
Lesson 5 
Ps. Gilbert Carthigasu – One New Man Asia 

Page 6 of 6 

 

Applies the principles of the revolution in Europe and grants Jews citizenship throughout 
Europe. 
 
After his defeat Jews lost their citizenship but regain it later 
 

XVI.  THE JEWISH DILEMA 
Numbers 23:9  
From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them. I see a people who live 
apart and do not consider themselves one of the nations.  (Balaam) 
 
Nations were now telling them “you can’t live among us as Jews” 

 
 
 
  
 


