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JEWISH HISTORY 
LESSON 4 

Yavneh to Islam 
 

I. RABBINIC JUDAISM CONSOLIDATED 
 

Note: Judea was renamed “Palestine” by emperor Hadrian after the Bar Kochbah Revolt of 
135 AD. 

 
A. Relocation of Sanhedrin 

 
Jews begin to move out of Judea – Sanhedrin moved to Tiberias,  
 
The leader of the Sanhedrin was called the “Nasi” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Talmud & Mishnah 
Judah Ha Nasi began to write the Oral Torah (Called Mishnah) in 200 AD, it has 6 parts 
called orders dealing with 
 
1. Agriculture 
2. Feasts 
3. Marriage and Family Life 
4. Property and Crimes 
5. Temple 
6. Ritual Purity 
 
Further broken into 63 sections called Tarchtes, eg. Feasts broken into Sabbath, Passover 
etc. 
 
Oral Torah was meant only for Jews,  writing it mean it became available to everyone, thus 
very controversial 
 
Rulings arrived at by 300 years of debates by rabbis in Palestine and Babylon. They 
debated the reason behind the ruling 
 
In 500 AD in Babylon the Talmud is compiled, it comprises of the Mishnah and Gemarra.  
Mishnah – the ruling, the Gemarra – the reason behind the ruling they are put together in 
the Talmud. 
 
Why the Gemarra is important? 

Knowing how leaders in the past arrived at rulings helped them to handle new situations. 

The Mishnah was written in Hebrew, The Gemarrah in Araimic 
 
They also included Hagaddahs or stories with morals 
 
C. Difference In Decision Making 
There is a major difference in the way authority is derived between the Bible and Rabbinic 
Judaism. 
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In the Bible truth is determined by revelation (Matt 16:13-20, Numbers 27:1-11) from God 
but in Rabbininic Judaism it is determined by reason 
 
The battle for the minds of Jews is not the person of Yeshua but as to what is truth i.e. 
revelation or reasoning? 
 
“Jews  are perceived to be argumentative and aggressive because of the Talmud, their style 
is to debate.” 
 
D. The Oral Torah 
 

Rabbis say that when God transmitted the Torah to Moses he also gave him the way to walk 
i.e. Hallachah this was later handed down from Moses to Joshua and so on. 

 
But According to God everything has been written - Exo 24:4, Ex 34:27, Deu 30:9-10, Josh 
23:6 
 
E. What Use Was the Talmud? 
 
It helped the Jews maintain their identity. 

 
II. The Rise of Christianity 

 
Door to Gentiles opened at the house of Cornelius (Acts 10) 
 
Council of Jerusalem in Acts 15 was a reflection of the Sanhedrin. Acts 15:13-21 
 
The Christian community was then a reflection of Jewish community. 
 
A. Demographics of the Synagogue 
 
1. Jews – Acts 13:13-15 
 
2. Gentiles – Acts 13:16 
 
3. Converts to Judaism – Acts 13:42-49  
. 
Gentiles were happy because now they didn’t have to become Jews to enter the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
B. Christianity In Jewish Society 
 
Gentiles in a synagogue were second class, converts first class but lower than natural Jews. 
Lead to differences between Jews and Messianics. 
 
Jewish leaders saw the Gentiles their source of numbers and income being taken away, and 
become jealous. By the end of 1st century Christianity grew in mostly Jewish areas, this 
created pressure on the Jewish community. 
 
C. The Revolts 
 
It was difficult for Christians to be part of Jewish Community after the Great Revolt. 
 
Growing Anit-Semitism from Romans made many Gentile Christians not want to be part of 
Jewish community. 
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After Yavneh Jewish leaders were not so open other sects. They developed a prayer called 
the Birkhat Haminim (curse against heretics), against anyone who went against Rabbinic 
rulings. 
 
Messianic Jews were expelled from the synagogues. 
 
Jews told Romans that Christians were not part of Jewish community, thus they lost the 
special economic status they had enjoyed, led to Roman persecution of Christians. 
 
Bar Kochbah revolt caused a greater rift because the Nazarenes refused to acknowledge 
Bar Kochba as the Messiah. 
 
D. The Church’s Response 
 
Ignatius (Bishop of Antioch 2nd generation Believer & disciple of John) 105-107 AD, “if we 
conform to Judaism we reject the grace of God”.  
 
Epistle of Barnabas 96 – 98 AD (Pseudopygraphyl writing) “false names” not accepted by 
church but shows the prevailing sentiment against Jews. 
 
Barnabas 4:7-8 
Ours it is; but they lost it in this way for ever, when Moses had just received it. For the scripture 
saith; And Moses was in the mountain fasting forty days and forty nights, and he received the 
covenant from the Lord, even tablets of stone written with the finger of the hand of the Lord. 8 But 
they lost it by turning unto idols. For thus saith the Lord; Moses, Moses, come down quickly; for 
thy people whom thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt hath done unlawfully. And Moses 
understood, and threw the two tables from his hands; and their covenant was broken in pieces, that 
the covenant of the beloved Jesus might be sealed unto our hearts in the hope which springeth from 
faith in Him. 
 
Justin Martyr “Father of Christian Theology” 130’s AD 1st and 2nd apologies. 4 major 
episodes in human history: 
 Creation 
 The Fall 
 Redemption in Christ 
 Consummation when Christ returns 
 
Problem – No Israel in his theology. It became the foundation for replacement theology. He 
was responding to the reality of his own time. 
 
In a series of writings called “The letter to Trypho the Jew” written in 140’s he said there are 
3 roles for Old Testament: 
 Prophecies about the Messiah 
 Moral teaching 
 Rest was for Jews and no longer relevant. 
 
God of Israel is among the church rather than among the Jews. God’s relationship with his 
physical descendants ends and now his relationship with his spiritual descendants began.  
 
He said that circumcision was a mark of rejection of Christ rather than a mark of the 
covenant. 
 
Marcion (heretic) 200 AD 
 
 He believed in Gnosticism, dualistic view of the world. 
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 He believed that there were 2 gods, because he saw the God of the OT and NT were 
different. He said Jesus came to deliver us from the world and the Jews. 

 
Tertullian 
 
Battles Marcion against the separation of scriptures. He fought for the progression of 
scripture said: The God of Jesus Christ is the God of Israel but the commandments of the 
Torah are degrading and unworthy of an enlightened race. 
 
Iraeneus 
Gods history is continuous. God chose the Jews to prepare them for Christ but they rejected 
and murdered him. Thus they are rejected. 
 
Eusebius 300 AD 
He amplified old Greek anti-Semitic diatribes against Jews saying that Jews crucified 
Christians at Purim. 
 
Constantine (306-337 AD) “We desire to have nothing in common with the hated people” 
 
Saw the sign of a cross in the sky, won the battle and “converted”. 
 
Legalized Christianity, Romans “converted” brought their pagan practices into the church. 
 
Made Constantinople in Turkey his capital, today it is known as Istanbul 
 
Council of Nicea (325 AD) 
 
Convened by Constantine to combat the heresy of Arianism that taught that Jesus is only 
human not divine. But it was here also that it was decided to remove Easter from Passover. 
The council said “It is unbecoming for us to follow the customs of the Jews” and separated 
the church from Israel. 
 

“Constantine did not want Easter to be celebrated on the Jewish Passover. He said it was a 
Christian "duty to have nothing in common with the murderers of our Lord" (ignoring the fact 
that Christ's execution was a joint effort of Jews and Gentiles). The Council of Nicea accordingly 
required the feast of the resurrection to be celebrated on a Sunday and never on the day of the 
Jewish Passover. Easter was to be on the Sunday after the first full moon following the Spring 
equinox.” (Christian History Institute) 

 
 
John Chrysostom (370’s) Father of the Orthodox Church. Was the turning point of 
Christian Anti-semitism. Compare to Rom 11:22 
 
St. Ambrose of Milan  
 
St. Gregory of Nyssa 
 
St. Jerome & Augustine (early 400’s) 
Jerome wanted the Jews destroyed but Augustine said no to be that example of what 
happens to people who reject Christ. 
 
By 4th Century in Rome Jews lost their rights as citizens, synagogues destroyed etc and 
shortly after that the Roman Empire collapses. 
 
Church built itself on the anti-semitic spirit of the church fathers. 
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E. Fall of The Roman empire 
 
The Western part of the empire was invaded by the what was called by the Romans; 
Barbarians in 395 AD. 
 
The Eastern half became the Byzantine Empire. The Roman/Byzantine Empire greatly 
persecuted the Jews and had they continued the Jews would have been totally annihilated.  
 
Jews are heavily persecuted in the Byzantine Empire. 
 
God raised up a saviour for them from an unlikely person. 
 

III. The Islamic Period 
A. Mohammed  

Born 571 in Mecca, he was a polytheist – had revelation that there was only one God 
 

 Tried to get support he went to Medina, which had a large Jewish community. 
 Jews refuse to support him, he gains other supporters in Medina 
 He attacks Mecca with his supporters from Medina. 
 Proclaims the Temple (Kaabah) to be to the one true god – Allah 
 By the time he dies he controls most of Arabia 

 
Islam views the world through 2 lenses: 
1. Dar Al Islam – land of those submitted to Allah 
2. Dar Al harb – land of war or conflict where Muslims dwell. Thus they want to conquer all the 

lands where Muslims dwell. 
 
By 700s Islam spreads throughout Africa, Spain and parts of France but is defeated by Charles 
Martell in 732. 
 
B. Relationship of Islam with Jews 
 
90% of world Jews lived in Islamic land by the 700’s, it was also the region where most of the 
Christians lived. 
 
Judaism actually flourishes under Islam 
 
Islamic leaders created a class of people called Dhimmi – they were allowed to live without 
converting; only for monotheistic peoples. 
 
Travel was easy so Judaism flourished. 
 
Centre of Islam moved to Baghdad after Mohammed dies which was also the centre of Jewry.  
 
Jews prospered and the Muslims wanted to borrow money from Jews, Rabbis debated it 
(Deuteronomy 23:19-20). They thus loaned money to Muslims for interest. 

 
Jews began to move eastward because of trade and went all 
the way to China along the Silk Road. 
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IV. Spanish Jewry 
Spanish did not treat the Jews well. 
 
Visigoths attack Spain and treat them well. 
 
In 587 the Visigoth king becomes a Christian and in 613 
he calls for forced conversion of Jews. 90,000 Jews 
converted at this time after that the country experienced 
many calamities, like famine etc.  
 
The Jews looked for help and noticed the Muslim armies 
in the south, they helped finance the invasion of Spain by 

the Muslims in 711. Muslims conquer and the Jews get better treatment. 
 

 


