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THE REVELATION OF KING YESHUA 
Lesson 4 – Thrones & Scroll 

 
I. The Throne 

 
A. The vision 

 
1. Not a physical experience 

 
Revelation 4:1-2 
 
John now sees a vision – a door in heaven that was open. 
 
The voice that he had heard earlier (1:10) spoke to him and commanded him to go up 
 
Not a physical experience, it was a vision like: Jacob seeing the stairway to heaven: 
Gen 28:12-13 

 
Isaiah: Isaiah 6:1  
 
Daniel 7:7 & 9 
 
 
Like Jacob, Isaiah and Daniel, John was not physically transported to heaven  
Paul 2 Corinthians 12:2 
 

2. In the spirit 
 
John says he was immediately in (the) spirit 
 
Not necessarily Holy Spirit but very likely in a spiritual state such as a trance like Peter 
in Acts 10:10-11 
 
Peter saw heaven opened; John saw an open door to heaven. 
 

B. Looking at the throne 
 

1. Ancient of Days 
 
Revelation 4:2-6 
 
John immediately sees the throne and someone sitting on it. Who is this? 
 
Not Yeshua. 
 
Daniel 7:9-10 
 
Daniel referred to Him as the “Ancient of Days” – the eternal God who existed before 
creation, the “yod hay vav hay” (Jehovah); it is Father God. 
 

C. Symbolism at the throne 
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1. Jewels  
 
These were Jewels that could be found on the breastplate of the High Priest.  
 
They were arranged in order of the birth of Jacob’s sone. 
 
Jasper represents Reuben,  
Carnelian represents Benjamin, the youngest.  
 
Thereby showing that God is the God of Israel. 
 
Oldest and youngest includes all in between like from A to Z, this is called merism. 
 
The emerald rainbow – green the colour of mercy, it also represents Judah, Yeshua 
from Judah thus we find mercy in Him. 
 

2. Thunder and Lightning 
 
A throwback to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16) 
 
Trumpet blast – Revelation 1:10, 4:1; voice of Yeshua 
 
Thunder and the lightning and sound of the shofar were all present when God 
appeared on Mt Sinai. 
 
Represents the power of God 
 
Zeus was said to throw lightning bolts at his enemies, so our God more powerful than 
Zeus. 
 
The emperor wielded his power against the people of God, God has greater power 
than the emperor. 

 
3. 24 Elders 

 
Elders served the Lord – in the temple there were 24 courses of priests who served in 
the presence of God 
 
Dressed in white – holiness  
Golden crowns – reward for works done on earth 
 
2 Timothy 4:8, James 1:12  
 

4. Sea of Glass 
 
Giant laver in Solomon’s temple was also called “molten sea” 1 Kings 7:23-24 
 
A picture from the temple 
 

5. Living Creatures 
 
Alludes to Ezekiel 1 and Isaiah 6 
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Ezekiel 1:10, Isaiah saw seraphim (Isaiah 6:1-3) 
 
They guard the throne of God, positioned like the camp of Israel in the wilderness. 
 
Emblems on their flags 
Judah -  Lion 
Ephraim – bull 
Dan – Flying snake or eagle 
Reuben – man 
 
Their role was to lead heaven in worship: 
 
Revelation 4:8-11 

B. Why the throne? 
 

1. For John’s sake 
 

John needed encouragement – he was the last apostle. 
 
Commissioning for a special task: Isaiah 6 – the Lord commissioned Isaiah to go and 
prophesy to Israel. 
 
Revelation 1:11 record and send it to the 7 churches 
Revelation10:11– John wascalled to record what he saw and prophesy to the nations 

 
2. For the sake of the church in that day 

 
Domitian (Caesar Domitianus Augustus Germanicus) was the ruler of the Roman 
Empire, ruled from 51 – 96 AD.. 

• He killed several Roman senators including his own brother. 

• He commanded all the lineage of David to be put to death. 

• He executed Simeon, the bishop of Jerusalem 

• He boiled John in oil and then exiled him to Patmos 

• His policy that any Christian who was arrested had to be punished unless they 
renounced their faith in Messiah 

 
The battle of images – the people must have heard of the splendour of Domitian’s 
throne, God was showing them that His throne was much more glorious. 
 
To show them that although Domitian sat on the throne on earth, He was still on the 
throne in heaven and His throne is far greater. 
 

3. For the sake of the church today  
 

Yeshua warned us that we would face persecution: Matthew 24:9, Luke 21:12  
 
Persecution of Christians is widespread including USA & Europe, China, Middle East 
and Africa. 
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So John’s vision is for the 21st century church as well; to strengthen us and help us 
not to fall away, because the Bible tells us that in the last days there will be a falling 
away of people from the faith. (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 

• “That day” – the day of the Lord’s return 
 

• Man of sin – Anti-Christ 
 

• Falling away – Christians who fall away from the faith, probably choosing to 
follow the Anti-Christ for the sake of their comfort, safety etc. Throwback to 
Thyatira etc. 

 
Some will fall away because it will become difficult to follow Christ, loss of jobs 
etc.  
 
Others will fall away because they get disillusioned,  
 
Seed among thorns Matthew 13:22  
 

We need to ask ourselves, “who is on the throne in our lives?” Yeshua or ourselves? 
 

II. The Scroll 
 

A. John sees the scroll 
 
Revelation 5:1-5 
 
John sees a scroll in the right hand of the Father. It has writing inside and out and is 
sealed. 
 
Rulers’ decrees were written on scrolls and read to the public. This scroll contains the 
decrees of the Father, but they are sealed with seven seals, a reference to the book of 
Daniel. 
 
Daniel 12:4, 9 
 
Daniel saw end time events but was told to seal them up until the proper time. These 
visions troubled him (Daniel 7:15) 
 

B. Who is worthy? 
 
A call goes out to all of heaven, asking who is worthy to open the scroll. 
 
No one is found  
in heaven – angelic beings,  
on earth – human beings 
under the earth – the dead and demonic beings including Satan. 
 
When no one is found John weeps. 
 
Scroll contains God’s end-time plans for the world, if they are not opened then those 
plans cannot be fulfilled, the world will go on as usual and believers will be persecuted. 
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John weeps but one of the elders stops him and says that someone is worthy, he 
identifies him: 
 
Lion of the tribe of Judah(V 5) – the only place in scripture where Yeshua is referred to 
by this title. 
 
Genesis 49:9-10 
 
Judah’s destiny is to rule. 
 
The root of David (the son of Jesse), Isaiah 11:10  
 
Lion of Judah – King of Israel 
Root of Jessie – saviour of the nations  
 
In Genesis 1:28 God gave Adam dominion over the earth, he lost it through sin. 
Yeshua, the second Adam took back dominion: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. NIV 
 

C. The Lamb on the throne (5:6-8) 
 
It had seven horns and seven eyes. 
 
Seven = completion 
Horn = power / strength – Psalm 89:24  
 
Eyes- reference to Zechariah 3:9  
 
Isaiah 28:16  
 
God’s perfect knowledge and redemptive plan for Israel 
 
The Lamb takes the scroll from the Father. 
 
Son of Man approached the Father: Daniel 7:13-14 
 
He received authority over the whole world from the Father 
 

D.  Worship at the throne (5:8 – 14) 
 
Once the Lamb receives the scroll (authority over the world), heaven breaks into 
worship of the Lamb. 
 
The living creatures and elders depicted holding bowls of incense and harps: 
 

• Incense = prayers of the saints (prayers crying out for vengeance for the 
persecution they endured) 

 

• Harps = worship  
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Revelation 5:12  
 
Heaven worships Yeshua. 
 
He is worthy to receive authority over the earth and fulfil the Father’s plan because: 
 
He was slain and by His death, He made people from every race and language part of 
His holy kingdom: Revelation 5:9-10 
 
This is an expansion of God’s plan for Israel: Exodus 19:5-6 
 
The kingdom on earth started with Israel but through Yeshua it is expanded to the 
whole earth. 
 
They said that these people will become a royal priesthood to serve God and reign 
with Him forever. 
 
Praise to Yeshua – Revelation 5:12  
 
Praise to the Father and Yeshua – Revelation 5:13  
 
Both Father & Son are worshipped in heaven. 
 
Some teach we should only worship the Father, but here we see both receiving equal 
worship. 
 
Yeshua received worship on earth: 
By the Magi – Matthew 2:11 
 
By His disciples – Matthew 14:33 
 
By the Gentile woman – Matthew 15:25 
 
After His resurrection – Matthew 28:9, 17 
 
Heaven worships Yeshua together with Father God. 
 
Yeshua has taken the scroll with the 7 seals and He is ready to open them. 


