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JEWISH HISTORY 

LESSON 3 
Yeshua to Bar Kochbah 

 
Nations Rise and Fall – But God says about Israel: Jeremiah 31:35-37 

 
 

I. Religious Parties In Israel (Pre-Christ) 
 

A. Zedukim – led by Zadok (Saducees) included the Maccabees (Hasmonean family) 
Sanhedrin formed by largely priests with High Priest as the leader. They became 
corrupt. 

 
B. Perushim (separated ones) Pharisees. In 140s a new party formed to counter 

Zedukim. Sages mostly came from Pharisee line. Their problem was while they rejected 
cultural Hellenization they accepted one fundamental; how to determine truth (by 
reason) they applied it to the Torah. 

 
C. Essenes   

Monastic sect that lived in communities which usually excluded women. Lived in 
communes and lived a very strict Jewish life with strong emphasis on ritual purity and 
Apocalyptic age. 
 
They considered the priesthood in Jerusalem to be corrupt, so lived in secluded places 
like Qumran. Devoted themselves to copying the scriptures 
 

II. The Roman Empire 
63 BC Pompei conquers Jerusalem – Romans 
appointed pro Roman people from the region to rule. 
 
A. Herod The Great 
Herod The Great was appointed ruler of Judea. He 
was not a Jew but an Idumean (Edomite). 
 

1. He wanted his region to be the model for Rome 
 

2. He appointed his own High priest.  
 

3. Went on a large construction campaign; renovated the temple.  
 

4. He built Massadah as a winter retreat for himself. 
 
5. He brought economic revival, but people didn’t like him because he was paranoid, he 

even killed his wife and some of his sons because of fear.  
 
6. He ordered the children 2 years and below to be killed when the Magi did not give him 

information on the new king. (Matt 2:16-18) 
 
7. Herod died in 4 BC, Yeshua was born between 7 – 4 BC  

 
B. Herod’s Sons 
1. Aerchelaus – Judea (replaced by Pontius Pilate) 
 
2. Philip – Decapolis 

 
3. Herod Antipas – Galilee  
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III. The Idea of Messiah 
Much Jewish writings about Messiah especially in Apocryphal writings, thus many different 
ideas regarding Messiah. 
 
a. Political Leader vs. Servant (Coming on the clouds vs. Riding on a donkey) 

 
b. Ruling vs. dying 

 
c. Mashiach Ben David vs Mashiach Ben Yosef 
 
Yeshua did not fulfil all the roles at first coming will do so the second time. 
 

IV. Yeshua’s Ministry 
Yeshua did not conform to the standards of any one group but rather incorporated things 
from every group. 
 
a. Pharisees – He followed Pharasaic form of teaching,  
 Matthew 5:21-22 (from the lesser to the greater) 

  
 He gave his disciples authority, like the Pharisees Matthew 18:15-18 
 

The Pharisees believed in miracles and in the resurrection, so Yeshua agreed with them 
on that, but he disagreed on other areas eg Matt 15:1-6 

 
b. Sadducees  
Yeshua upheld the priesthood but disagreed with them in that they did not believe in the 
supernatural or resurrection. Matthew 22:23-33 
 
c. Essenes 
They focussed much on the end times, Yeshua agreed with them but disagreed about 
separation from the world. 
 
d. Zealots 
Believed strongly in the restoration of Israel’s sovereignty, Yeshua agreed but showed the 
need for the transformation of heart first. 
 
Yeshua was trying to bring back Biblical Judaism. 

  
V. A Reflection of Israel 
 

Yeshua Israel 
Miracle Birth – Virgin Miracle Birth – Isaac to Abraham 

Born in Bethlehem David also born in Bethlehem 

Flees to Egypt Relives the captivity 

All children killed by Herod – Life threatened 
 

All children killed by Pharaoh – Moses’ life 
threatened 

Jordan River – Moves from Carpenters son to 
Messiah 

Red Sea – Moves from slaves to a nation 

Desert – 40 days –overcomes where Israel fails Desert – 40 years – one day for each day spent 
scouting 

Yeshua – Salvation – Healing, Teaching, 
Casting out Demons 
Matthew 9:35. – Getting rid of the Demons.  
Taught in authority 

Joshua – God is my salvation – goes to conquer 
promised land and inhabit the land.  Never 
destroyed – Demon nations 

Dies at Passover Dies under the 1st covenant 

Rises on the feast of First fruits – first person to 
be free from sin sickness and death. – New 
Covenant 

Passover – created new nation.  Preserved from 
death. 

Acts 1:4-8 Holy Spirit enabling them to carry out 
the plan of God. 
Acts 2:1-4 

Same scene in Exodus when the Torah was given 
on Mt. Sinai.  Jews from everywhere were there for 
Shavout (Acts 2:5) 
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Yeshua inaugurated a new Covenant with the people sealed on Shavu’ot (Acts 1:4-8) 
 

New Covenant Old Covenant 

Acts 2 Mt. Sinai 

Acts 2:1-4 
 

Ex 19:16-19 
 

 
At Mt. Sinai it was written in stone, in Jerusalem it was written in the heart 
 

VI. Major events in the church 
 
The church was totally Jewish at birth 
Acts 2:5 All the people were Jewish,  
 
Acts 3 – 4 Peter preached to people at the temple i.e. Jews 
 
40 AD – Conelius’ Household believes: first Gentiles in the kingdom 
 
45 - 48 AD Paul’s First Missionary Journey 
 
50 AD – Paul went to Macedonia (Europe) 
 

VII. People Who Followed Yeshua 
a. Pharisees – Acts 21:20  
 
b. Sadducees - Acts 6:7 
 
c. Essenes – They are not mentioned but it was also highly likely that many believed. 
 
d. Zealots – Simon, James (Yacov) the brother of Yeshua. 
 
e. Am ha’aretz – The lay people who were not involved in politics, majority of the 

population. 
 

VIII.  Jews In The Roman Empire 
Jews made up approximately 10% of the population.  
 
They had special status with some autonomy and were 
allowed to collect temple taxes from their own people 
and have their own schools.  
 
Romans considered them atheists. 
 
 

The Romans started pogroms (government sanctioned expulsion) in 66 AD, this led to the great 
revolt. 
 
67 AD  Vespasian entered from north and by sea  
 
In 69 he isolated Jerusalem then withdraws – became Emperor of Rome 
 
Titus who brings 60,000 soldiers to Jerusalem, in spring of 70 AD. 
 
Another group emerges – The Nazarenes (Messianic Jews). 
 
Jerusalem is attacked Nazarenes flee because of Luke 21:20-22. 
 
Jewish revolt is crushed, Jerusalem is destroyed, but it was predicted: Daniel 9:25-26, Luke 
19:41-44, Luke 13:6-9 
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But still the Jewish people were shocked! 
 
 
 
IX. Yavneh Period  
 
Jerusalem’s fall and it’s effects on the different groups of Jewish people: 
 
a. Sadducees – Since the temple was destroyed they were out of jobs 
 
b. Essenes – Living out in the wilderness and since they did not marry they naturally died 

out. 
 
c. Zealots – most killed in the revolt  
 
d. Nazarenes – they had great reason to be the leaders because their leader predicted the  
e. destruction but they were considered traitors because they fled. 
 
f. Pharisees – The Jewish faith was consolidated by them in Yavneh (SE of Tel Aviv). 

 
Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai received permission to reconvene the Sanhedrin in Yavneh. 
 
Made up only of Pharisees. 
 
75 – 135 AD the formative years of Rabbinic Judaism. Loss of the temple was convenient 
for them. 
 
Zakai replaced sacrifice with good works.  
 
Some important developments in this period: 

• They developed the Siddur or prayer book with the order of service 

• They developed the Seder for Passover 

• They standardized the Jewish calendar 

• They canonized the scripture – decided which books would be in and out (OT) 
 

X. Bar Kochbah 
 
In 117 AD Hadrian becomes emperor and announces that he is planning to rebuild the temple 
but he reneges  
 
In 130 AD and says that he will build Roman Temple instead.  
 
This causes the Bar Kochba (son of the morning star) rebellion. 
 
In 134 AD Rome calls legions from as far as England to come in and squash the rebellion 
 
Rabbi Akiva proclaims that Bar Kochba is the Messiah.  
 
The Nazarenes reject this and Bar Kochba turns on them.  
 
Romans come in and put them all to death and kills 750,00 Jews and totally destroyed 
Jerusalem and sent the Jews out.  
 
Jerusalem becomes a Roman city it was renamed Aelia Capitolina and the region renamed 
Syria Philistina (Palestine). 
 
 
 
 
 


