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THE REVELATION OF KING YESHUA 
Lesson 3 – Personal Messages Part 2 

 
The Seven Churches 
 

C. Pergamum (2:12 -17) 
 
Today - Bergama 
 
High elevation – 1,000 feet 
 
Known for its temples to Greek and roman gods, particularly Zeus and the Emperor 
 

Supermarket of gods:  
Pleasure – Dionysis (god of wine and revelry),  
Demeter – goddess of provision 
Medicine/healing – Asklepios, pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem had idols of 
asklepios, angel that stirred waters not from God. (John 5:7 NKJV) 
Wisdom – Athena  
Caesar also 
 

Zeus was king of kings, god of sky, lightning, thunder; had relations with gods as 
well as humans (Hercules) 
 
Jewish believers were kicked out of synagogue because the leaders feared Roman 
reprisal against Christians. 
 
All believers would be marginalized by society and called atheists. 

 
In ancient times Babylonian priests established their religion here, they believed it to 
be a bridge between heaven and earth. 
 
Physically it was also the land bridge between Israel and west. 
 
Roman religion was the “world religion”, Caesar was called pontifex maximus – 
greatest bridge builder. 
 
The believers were surrounded by evil. 

 
Yeshua said that He knows their situation: Revelation 2:13  
 
He commends them for standing firm in their faith in spite of persecution including 
the execution of Antipas, the Bishop of Thyatira.  
 
Revelation 2:13 They were faithful yet there were problems. 
 
Revelation 2:14-15 
 
People who hold the teaching of Balaam - Numbers 31:15-16 
 
Nicolaitans – Gnosticism – immorality was acceptable 
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Revelation 2:16  
 
Large sword a symbol of authority. 
Yeshua promised to bring judgment on those in the church who compromised. 
 
Revelation 2:17 
 
Manna – supernatural provision promised to those who did not give up. 
 
White stone – invitations to special functions held by dignitaries  
 
A special name – only known by God, He knows who we truly are.  
The world will say we are no good, we are outcast  etc. but Yeshua knows who we 
are, He sees our heart.  
Possible also He will give a special title to those who overcome. 
 

D. Thyatira (2:18-29) 
 
Today Akisar (Sacrifice or contrition) 
 
Selucids (Greeks) built a military garrison there.  
Soldiers worshipped Apollo – god of war a.k.a son of god. 
 
Yeshua called Himself “Son of God” Revelation 2:18 In opposition to Apollo.  
 
Only time the term is used in Revelation. 
 
Moderately wealthy town,  
Main commodity was textiles. Chemicals in the water made the red cloths very 
brilliant and desired world wide. 
 
Lydia was a textile merchant from Thyatira (Acts 16:14) 
 
Also famous for bronze, silver and pottery 
 
Revelation 2:18  

Flaming eyes – fierce anger 
Bronze feet – coming in judgment 

 
Revelation 2:27  
 
Smashed pottery, a common sight in pottery factories 
 
Commendations: Revelation 2:19  
 
They had: 

Good works 
Love 
Faith  
Service to God 
Perseverance in trials 
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Rising in spite of the difficulties 
 
Entire social, industrial and religious structure was built around the guilds (Labour 
union) 
 
Temple of Apollo (Patron of the guilds) was the heart of social religious functions 
and works.   
Refusal to join meant losing your job 
 
Yet, they had faults Revelation 2:20-23 
 
Jezebel: very possibly an individual in the congregation, not her actual name but 
Yeshua describes her as such, due to historical Jezebel. 
 

• The wife of King Ahab, a Sidonian princess who was also a priestess of Baal. 
 

• She led Israel to worship Baal, including immorality and child sacrifice. 
 

• This Jezebel was also leading people astray by teaching that it was ok to 
participate in the temple rituals which included immorality. 

 
Compromising to make life easier is something that Yeshua hates, He calls it 
cowardice.  
 
Revelation 21:8 The cowardly compromise for the sake of their own lives. 
 
He will do anything to get people to repent. 
 
To the faithful He said: Revelation 2:24-25 – Hold on! 
 
Rewards promised: Revelation 2:26-29 
 

• He is the ruler of the nations, not Caesar or any other gods. He can bring down 
nations like a potter smashes defective pottery. 

 

• He will also give them authority over the nations 
 

• He will give them the “morning star” – Babylonian symbol of Venus, authority 
 

Or He is the Morning Star Revelation 22:16  
 

Genesis 15:1 – Yeshua promises to give the overcomers Himself, His presence 
in a special way. But they had to hold on and overcome 

 
E. Sardis 

 
Present day – village of Sart in Manisa province of Turkey 
 
It was an ancient city, capital of Lydian empire. 
 
In the 500s BC is was ruled by King Croseus who was very wealthy, they minted 
gold and silver coins. 
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It was also a trade centre so a meeting place of exchange of commodities as well 
as ideas and trends and philosophies. 
 
Another city dedicated to Artemis/Diana goddess of fertility but also wilderness and 
the hunt, i.e. provider. 
 
They had the largest Jewish synagogue outside of Judea. 
 
Judaism was a legal religion in the Roman Empire until 65 – 66 AD after the great 
fire of 64 AD which Nero blamed on Christians.. 
 
Romans here were more tolerant, they did not care which god you worshipped as 
long as you do not claim your god is greater than any other.  
 
Synchronism – all equal (all gods and religions)  
 
Christians cannot accept this; God is the only God, greater than all other gods.  
 
To the church in this city He said: Revelation 3:1  
 

• Yeshua holds the seven spirits of God – indicating His deity and authority, 

• Holds the seven stars – His authority of the church leaders and therefore the 
church. 

 
They are known to be doing well, alive and thriving, yet in His eyes they were dead. 
 
Revelation 3:3 I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will 
come to you. NIV 
 
Referrence to the story of Croesus; thief in the night, to be caught unawares. 
 
Yeshua tells His people if they don’t wake up He will suddenly take away the things 
they treasure, i.e. fame, riches etc. 
 
Because they no longer preached the exclusivity of Yeshua, they wanted to be 
accepted by society and so watered down the message. No longer preaching 
Yeshua as the only way, truth and life (John 14:6) 
 
In the synagogue Jewish people had their names engraved on the pillars but 
instead of Hebrew names they used Greek names.  
 

• To assimilate into the culture of the place and time.  

• They succumbed to the spirit that also changed the names of Daniel and his 
friends; Hananiyah (Shadrach), Mishael (Meshach), Azariah (Abed-nego). 
Babylonians did this to make them more Babylonian, likewise Jewish people 
used Greek names to be accepted in Roman society. 

 
He wants His people to stand as lights in a dark world and salt in a tasteless world. 
 
Matthew 5:13 "You are the salt of the earth. NIV 
Matthew 5:14  "You are the light of the world. NIV 
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He calls them to strengthen what little truth they had left: Revelation 3:2  
 
They had little because they made Yeshua little 
 
Revelation 3:3 – Remember what they had been taught, that Yeshua is the only 
God (1st commandment), and turn back to it. 
 
Revelation 3:4 – There were some who had not compromised.  
Two types of Christians in the church. Yeshua said He came to divide: Matthew 
10:34 " 
 
Following Yeshua could separate us from people close to us. 
 
In these last days we will be compelled to lower our standards to get along with 
other “gods”. 
 
Yeshua promises white robes to those who did not compromise: Revelation 3:4  
 
White robes worn by people in a victory procession Revelation 3:5  names will 
forever be in the book of life. 
 
Matthew 10:32 special honour in Father’s eyes, heroes of the kingdom 
 

F. Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) 
 
Today – Aleshahir (city of God or red city) 
 
The city guarded the passage to the east – doorway (open and shut doors) 
 
Prosperous until 17 AD – earthquake was so bad Rome exempted them from tax for 
5 years. 
 
Domitian decreed that all vineyards be destroyed because it competed with Roman 
vineyards. The people felt betrayed by Rome. 
 
Believers here were predominantly Jewish and originally part of the synagogue 
 
As they continued to preach Yeshua as risen Messiah and more Gentiles joined 
they were expelled from the synagogue because leaders feared Roman reprisal.  
 
Synagogue was the centre of social life, so believers became alienated from family 
and friends who did not believe. 
 
Synagogues had registers of their members, but those who were expelled had their 
names removed, thus they were subject to law of emperor worship and were in 
danger for their lives. 
 
The doors of acceptance for them had been shut, Yeshua said: Revelation 3:7  
 
Keys of David – I have authority over Israel, Yeshua is the descendant of David, 
rightful king of Israel. 
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He will open a door for them in His Father’s house: “You sere rejected on earth, I 
will accept you in my kingdom.” 
 
Revelation 3:9  
 
Jews but are not – Jewish leaders who reject Yeshua and persecute Jewish 
believers. 
 
“I will make them bow before you” – reference to Joseph  
 
Revelation 3:10 A promise of protection during tribulation in the world but only for 
those who endure. 
 
Revelation 3:11 Hold on through the pain of rejection don’t give in because I am 
coming soon. 
 
Revelation 3:12  
 
Just like the synagogue that had the names of Jewish people (probably donors) 
written on pillars, so the overcomers will be pillars, unmoveable from the house of 
God, with the name of God and New Jerusalem on them, and Yeshua’s new name: 
 
Revelation 19:12 Yeshua has a secret name, that He will also give to overcomers, 
special title in the kingdom. 
 

G. Laodicea (3:14-21)  
 
Meaning – a people judged 
 
Modern – Laodikela, on the river lycos 
 
Ancient – centre of trade and banking,  
Textile industry, produced Special wool which was soft and black – they wore black 
as a symbol of wealth 
Medical school in the temple that developed special eye medicine, people came 
from all over the known world to purchase it 
Successful, well-ordered city that was proud and self sufficient people: 

After the earthquake of 17 AD that devasted the region, they rejected Rome’s help 
to rebuild. 

People accustomed to leisure, pleasure and entertainment – they had two large 
amphitheatres, whereas even Ephesus had only one 
 
The church here was quite affluent. 
 
City’s problem was water; no source of water nearby,  
Hierapolis – hot springs, water piped in, but by the time it reached it was tepid.  
 
The hot springs had minerals and healing properties but tasted bad. 
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Cold water came from Colossae (Colossians) which received water from the snow 
peaks so it was cool and refreshing but by the time it reached Laodicea it was also 
tepid. Yeshua said –  Revelation 3:15-16 
 
Yeshua said the church was a bad taste in His mouth –  because they thought they 
were rich and doing well when they were actually poor and miserable: Revelation 
3:17  
 
They judged their success by worldly standards. 
 
He tells them to: 
 

• Buy gold refined in fire from him – reference to the banking sector and wealth, 
only Yeshua can give true wealth in the kingdom (Matthew 6:19-20) 

 

• Buy white clothes – they wore black clothes of finest wool as a symbol of 
affluence, white robes was a sign of spiritual riches in the kingdom. 

 

• Eye medicine which was  a main export of the city – because they were 
spiritually blinded, Yeshua wanted to open their eyes to their spiritual state. 

 
Affluence makes us forget our need for God: Deuteronomy 8:11-14 
 
The letter began with a powerful picture of Yeshua: Revelation 3:14  
 
At the end we find that the church has marginalized Him: Revelation 3:20  
 
In ancient days sharing a meal was a sign of intimacy and such meals could go on 
for hours. Here Yeshua is pleading with them to have fellowship. 
 
Revelation 3:21  
 
In this case not overcoming persecution but overcoming affluence, the promise is 
that we get to sit on the throne with our King – a place of honour 
 

“He who has ears”, may God give us ears to hear what He is saying to us today! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


