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THE REVELATION OF KING YESHUA 
Lesson 2 – Personal Messages Part 1 

 
I. A different Yeshua 

 
A. Prominent Theological Views 

 
1. Preterists: Babylon and Rome represent Israel; thus Israel is the persecutor of 

the church. (Replacement Theology) 
 
2. Historicist: Seals, bowls, trumpets and other represent different ages and 

stages of the church. Primarily viewed from a Western church mentality, they 
interpret everything according to events that took place in the Western (Roman) 
church. 

 
3. Futurist: Everything written in the book, save the seven letters, is for a future 

time. This view tends to interpret scripture based on events (many do this) 
 
4. Redemptive Historical Idealist view, or Idealist for short – everything is 

symbolic, seven letters not to literal congregations but generally to all churches. 
 
We do not embrace any of these views but rather would let the book speak for 
itself. 
Rule of interpretation – take everything literally as far as possible, only look for 
symbolic meanings where literal interpretation does not make sense. 
 
We will not be boxed in by systematic theology. 
 

B. Opening Remarks Revelation 1:1-8 
 

1. Revelation is of Yeshua – given by God (Father) to Him to be given to 
Yochanan by an angel. 

 
2. Angel can mean either a supernatural being or human messenger. In this case 

supernatural because the angel would carry the message from Yeshua to John. 
 
3. God considered John a faithful witness of the Word (Tanakh) and of Yeshua. 

 
4. To seven churches in Asia (Turkey). Churches – congregations not buildings or 

institutions 
 

5. Seven Spirits of God 
Revelation 1:4, 3:1, 4:5, 5:6 
 
There are two possible interpretations: 
 
 The Holy Spirit – 7 = completion or perfection, thus speaking of the perfection 

of  
Yeshua  
 
Also 7 characteristics of the Holy Spirit found in Isaiah 11:2  
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11:2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding,The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord. NKJV 

 
 Seven angelic beings that are before the throne of God 
 

6. The Calling of the Church 
 

Church – ekklesia; those who are called out, separated (not an institution) 
 
Called to be a kingdom of priests  
 
We have the same calling as Israel: Exodus 19:5-6, we share this calling with 
them (Ephesians 3:6) 
 
 Two aspects of prophecy: 

 Foretelling – telling about future events 
 Forthtelling – speaking the truth of the Word to people. 

 
Like Israel we are called to serve God in this way. 

 
 He is Coming 

 
 God (Father) describes Yeshua’s return on the clouds – Acts 1:11 
 
 Those who pierced Him will mourn: Zechariah 12:10  

Revival in Israel as the Lord returns. 
 

 Alpha & Omega 
 

Yeshua describes Himself as Alpha and Omega: first and last. 
 
Who is, was, and is to come. - The eternal God. 
 
Thus greater than the Emperors. 
 

C. A Different Yeshua Revelation 1:9-19 
 
 John’s situation (V9) 

 
John says he like the rest of church was undergoing persecution 
 
Last living Apostle (late 80s to 90) – James his brother first one killed (Acts 12:1-
2), all his companions had been put to death. 
 
At this stage of life exiled on a prison island. 
 
Pondering if this was how his life of many years of faithful service would end. 
Thus, he was called a faithful servant of the Word. 

 
 Vision of Yeshua 
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 On “the Lord’s day” – Roman holiday, he receives a vison from God. 
 

 Very loud voice tells him to write what he sees and send to the seven cities: 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. 

 
 Seven golden lampstands (menorot) 

Seven groups of congregations in seven cities in the region. 
 
Menorah shone in a very dark place, tabernacle. It was the only light. We are 
called to shine our light in a very dark world – Matthew 5:16 
 

 Son of Man – picture of Messiah Daniel 7.13 
 
John sees a glorious Yeshua, arrayed in splendour, not the Yeshua he was 
familiar with.  
 

 Why this Yeshua? 
 
Kings would display their splendour to capture the attention of the people and 
show their greatness. 
 
Herod appeared to people as a god: Acts 12:21-22 
 
Yeshua now shows that He is more splendid than any earthly king. 
 

 Shining face and hair – radiance of God 
 Fiery eyes – fierce anger 
 Bronze feet – coming in judgment 
 Very loud voice – to pronounce judgment on nations 
 Holding seven stars – Shepherds of His people in the seven cities (He 

holds them in His hand) 
 Sword from His mouth - warrior 

 
When John sees this, he faints it is too much for him to bear. 
 
Remember the war of images. 
 

II. The Seven Cities/Churches 
 
“Churches” - not special buildings where Christians would meet; the people of God in 
the city 
 
“Church” = ekklesia; those who were called out from the darkness of the world (1 
Peter 1:9-10) 
 
Several congregations in each city, all seven letters begin with “To the church” 
(Revelation 2:1, 2:8, 2:12, 2:18, 3:1, 3:7 & 3:14). 
They end with “to the churches” (Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:29, 3:6, 3:13, 3:22) 
 
Yeshua (the head of the church) had only one message for the churches in each city.  
 
A. City of Ephesus 
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1. Characteristics of the city. 

 
 Location – Western coast 

 
 Centre of trade: a major seaport where ships from many parts of the world 

docked.  
 
 Religious Centre:  

Large temple of Artemis/Diana (goddess of fertility and life)  
 
Temple also served as the bank 
 
There were 14 other temples dedicated to other gods. 

 
 Education centre: there was a very large library, but next door was the town 

brothel. 
 
 The agora or market was the centre of city life for trade and also exchange of 

news from other parts of the world. 
 

To enter the market one had to first burn incense at the statue of Caesar an 
act of worship. 
 
To own a stall in the market one had to be part of the guild or union, joining 
involved participating in the pagan religious rituals. 
 
This essentially made believers outcasts of society. 

 
 Temple to the Emperor. 

 
The city was also called a “nekoros”, a city with a temple dedicated to Caesar. 
Domitian was very particular about emperor worship 
Giant statue of Domitian at the plaza – 50 ft tall. 
Depicted as standing above all the gods – “king of kings and Lord of lords” 
Titles: Saviour, lord, master, son of man and god. 

 
 Demonic activity 

 
Many “oracles” – prophets of gods 
 
Apostle Paul spent 2.5, years, he wrote about spiritual warfare in his epistle to 
Ephesus. 
 
Yeshua is above all authorities – Ephesians 1:19-23, referring to both human 
and spiritual rulers (demonic forces) 
 
The church must display His authority to spiritual forces Ephesians 3:10-11 
 
John and Timothy also lived here; John was the bishop overseeing the 
congregations in this city. 
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2. To His church 
 
 The one who holds the seven stars “bishops” and walks among the 

congregations. 
 
 They had many good works 
 They were patient in face of persecution 
 They would not compromise with evil, rejected false teachers (so they were 

discerning) 
 They hated the Nicolaitans which Yeshua hates 

 Nicolaitans – gnostic teaching body and spirit are separate, what you do with 
your body did not affect your soul and spirit. 
Popular because it meant that one could take part in the religious practices to 
be part of society and to prosper. 

 
 But they had forgotten their first love, they had become religious, doing things 

out of obligation and a sense of duty, instead of relationship and a real desire 
to please God. 

 
 Warning – I will take away your lampstand (menorah) i.e. anointing, they 

would lose any influence and become a dead institution 
 
 Admonition: Repent and do what you first did, restore relationship with 

Yeshua: feed on the Word, Worship etc. Check your motives. 
 
Promise for overcomers: “eat from the tree of life” – reward in heaven, intimate 
fellowship with Yeshua 
 
Not overcoming the persecution but the spirit that would put believers to sleep 
spiritually and thus just go through the motions.  

 
B. Smyrna 

 
1. The City 

 
 Another port city, today called Izmir 
 
 600 BC Lydian king Atalus destroyed the city and left it a humble village 
 
 Alexander the great rebuilt the city and made it great 
 

All folklore and literature were filled with the theme of death and resurrection: 
Yehua said: Revelation 2:8  

 
He told them that they would be resurrected to a better life (V11) 

 
 They held exclusive rights for the import and export of myrrh – Smyrna.  
 

2. Situation of believers 
 
 They were poor – because of their stand against Emperor worship. 
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 Slandered by the Jewish leaders (Jews who are not Jews) 
 Jews had special exemption from Emperor worship  

  
Christians originally considered a sect of Judaism but as more Gentiles came 
to faith, they were no longer recognized as such. 
 
Fearful of Roman reprisal Jews distanced themselves from Christians and 
began to spread lies like: 

They participated in cannibalistic rituals (communion). 
Christians referred to each other as brother and sister, so they were 
accused of being against family. Family was important in roman culture. 

 
 Yeshua was aware of their situation: Revelation 2:9  
 

“you are poor but you are rich” –  materially poor but rich in the towards God, 
like the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21) 

 
 Yeshua’s prophecy 

Yeshua Prophesies over them: Revelation 2:10  
Not prosperity but imprisonment and tribulation 
“tribulation” – Gr: thlepsis meaning intense pressure, a form of torture 

 
Yeshua says He is aware of the great pressures upon His people: 

Poverty 
Slander by the Jews 
Threat of death 

 
Yeshua did not take them out of suffering, He told them to stay strong, to be 
faithful even to death. Revelation 2:10 Be faithful, even to the point of 
death, and I will give you the crown of life. NIV 

 
The mark of an overcomer: being faithful even to death: Revelation 12:11  

 
 He promised a reward Revelation 2:10-11 

10 Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
 

Crown – laurels worn by kings, dignitaries and sports champions. 
 

The believers were poor, outcast of society and Yeshua promised them they 
would be given crowns, symbols of wealth and greatness. 
 
“Not hurt by second death” – they had a hard life on earth but because of 
their patience and perseverance they would have a great life in eternity.  
 
But they had to persevere. 

 
 
 
 


