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JEWISH HISTORY 
LESSON 2 

Moses to Maccabees  
 

 
I. Israel Enslaved (1900 – 1500 BC) 

 
Three important events during Moses’ time 
 
A. Passover  

 Judgment of Egypt’s gods. 
 

B. The Torah was given 
Torah (not law but teaching)was given to: 
1. To teach Israel how to live as God’s people, in covenant. 
2. To identify them as different from the nations around them. 
3. To make Israel a model for other nations & to show the world that there is only 

one God. 
4. Torah is covenant but Israel had to accept it: Exodus 24:7 

 
C. The Tabernacle was built 

 
1. God established a central place of worship 
2. He established the way to worship Him – the Levitical regulations taught that 

God was a holy God and could only be approached in the manner He 
prescribed. 

3. Designed by God – patterned after heaven (Hebrews 8:4-5) 
 

II. The Book of Deuteronomy  
 

Moses recounted Israel’s journey and the God’s instruction to the second 
generation 

 

• The 10 commandments are a summarization of the Torah. 

• The Jewish people are defined by the Torah. Thus they must maintain the Torah 
even after they receive the Messiah. 

• When the church tried to “convert” them they were forced to break Torah. Thus 
removing their Jewish identity. 

 
III. Joshua (1400 -1350 BC) 

 
Joshua succeeded Moses and brought the people into the promised 
land. After conquering the land it was distributed according to tribes, 
 
Israelites unable to conquer all that God had given them. They made 
the mistake of making a treaty with the Gibeonites who became a 
thorn in their side 
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IV. Judges 
 
Israel was not a “nation” i.e. with a central government, but rather a conglomeration 
of tribes held together by the purpose of the journey into the Promised Land. Once 
this purpose was achieved there was only a very loose connection between tribes. 

 
About 400 years of backsliding and repentance 
 
V. David & Solomon 

First King; Saul – did not end well 
 
David (1060 BC) 

• 2nd King of Israel 

• United the tribes 

• Established Jerusalem as capital. 

• Davidic Covenant – 2 Chronicles 6:16-17 

• Wanted to build the temple but God did not allow it. 

• Messiah is descendant of David 
 
Solomon 
Son of David and Bathsheba 

• Solomon made Israel a regional power, built army and navy  

• Solomon’s reign was the “Golden Age” of Israel  

• Married 700 wives and had 300 concubines from the nations who led him astray 

• He followed other gods and idolatry flourished in the land (1 Chronicles 11) 
 

VI. The Divided Kingdom 
Israel is split after Solomon’s reign into 2 kingdoms Israel in the 
North and Judah in the South.  
 
Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) was overthrown by Jeroboam, he flees 
to Judah.  
 
10 tribes in N. kingdom, 2 in the South (Benjamin and Judah with 
some Levites). Northern kingdom had all bad kings while southern 
had some good and some bad. 
 
God wanted to bless Jeroboam – 1 Kings 11:37-38, But he turned to 
other gods instead 
 
Jeroboam built two temples: 1 in Dan (north), 1 in Bethel  
 

• To prevent people from going to Jerusalem to worship – he feared they would turn 
against him. 

• The temples were dedicated to Baal 
 
Every king of the Northern Kingdom led the people in idolatry 
Worst was Ahab and Jezebel – Jezebel was Phoenician princess who was a priestess of 
Baal 
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A. Assyrian Empire: 
 

Comes to power in 800s, capital in Nineveh. 

❖ Conquests: 
▪ 725 – Assyria defeats Israel 
▪ 722 – Israel Conquered 
▪ 718 – Judah attacked by Assyria – under rule of Hezekiah, they were spared, 

because he was a righteous king. (Isaiah 36-37, 39 – failed attack by Assyria.) 
 

Assyrians dispersed the people throughout their empire. 
 

Who are the 10 lost tribes? 
 
Those who say they are: 

• British Christian Zionists 

• Puritans thought the Native Americans were 

• Mormons 

• Ephraimite Movement - Says all the Christians are to take up the law and they are the 10 
lost tribes. 

 
Those who really are: 
Yet some are found – Ezekiel 37 – reconnect tribes. 

• Ethiopian (Falasha) Jews 

• Beit Manasseh – India 

• China 

• Pashtun tribe of Afghanistan (possibly) 

• Kurdish (possibly) 
 
The promise of reconnection: Ezekiel 37:15-19, Zechariah 10:6, Jeremiah 31:31-32 

 
VII. The Babylonian Empire 
 

• 625 – 605 BC Babylon overthrows Assyria annexes Judah as a tributary state. Jews 
still live there but pay tribute to Babylon. 

 

• Between 605 to 586 people of Judah were deported to Babylon (3 major stages 605, 
597 & 586) 

 

• Jerusalem including the Temple was destroyed in 586 
 

It was to be for 70 years only – Jeremiah 29:10 
 

Major Changes During the Babylonian Exile  
 
1. Judaism becomes more of a religion, they become a nation among the nations and it 

is still true today. 
 
Consequence –  

• Debate on whether they had rights within the nations. 

• More focused on the religion rather than the nation. 

• How to implement laws made outside after they return 
 

2. Beginning of Anti-semitism  

• Shadrac, Meshach and Abednego – persecuted because they kept Torah. 
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3. Rise of the Synagogues 
Synagogue = Gr:- Assembly (Knesset)  
 

VIII.The Persian Empire 
 
In 538 BC the Persian Empire arises and conquers the Babylonians. 
 

In 536 King Cyrus issued a decree allowing 
the Jews to return.  
 
Isaiah 49:1-13 Isa prophesied about Cyrus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jews returned in 3 stges: 

• 536 – Sheshbazar 

• 516 – Joshua and Zerubabel (Haggai & Zechariah) 

• 450 – Ezra and Nehemiah 

• It was not a total return most remained in Babylon 
 

Why did God want the Jews back in the land? Messiah must come from the remnant 
of the land. 

 
a. The Talmud was developed in Babylon, a way to guard the Torah i.e. defining the laws 

e.g. of Sabbath 
 

b. The Jews begin to move out they moved North and East.  
▪ Jews from the Caucus mountains called mountain Jews.  
▪ Caspian Sea and Aral Sea (Uzbekistan) known as Jews of Bukhara,  
▪ Some went to India and others went to Turkey also some went to Egypt.  

They moved mainly for economic reasons. 
 

f. Ezra re-established the High-priesthood, Ezra 7:25-26 
 

With Ezra were the soferin (scribes) they had to ensure that they made exact copies. 
This class of people still exist today. 

 
3 parts of the Law –  Torah, Neviim (Prophets), Ketubim (Writings) = TNK (tanakh) 
 
Land ruled by High Priest and Council of Elders who were other priests and land owners. 
Council also known as: Gerousia which was the predecessor of the Sanhedrin. 
 

IX. Alexander the Great & the Greek Empire (332 BC) 

• Conquered the Persian Empire and more. 

• Brought in Greek culture and tried to change the culture of the conquered people. 

• Ancient name of Greece – Helas; thus people referred to as Hellenists   
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Hebrew World View Hellenistic 

Only one God 

Man subject to God 

Absolutes in Torah 

Truth is revealed by God 

 

That which is concrete is important 

High moral standards 

Many Gods 

Gods like supermen, man and god much closer 

Relativistic 

Truth Determined by reason (Yeshua & Pilate - what is 

truth?) 

Abstract is important i.e. philosophy etc. 

Lax Morals 

 
Greek set up their cities (polis) next to Jewish towns to influence them with their lifestyle.  
 

• The Priests and the wealthy get sucked into the Greek culture.  

• The Tanakh was translated into Greek, known as the Septuagint, read only by the elite.  

• They also took on Greek names, thus began to lose their Jewish identity. 
 
 
After Alexander’s death his empire was divided among his generals since he has no heir. They 
were Antigonus, Selucus, and Ptolemy. 
 
 
In 200 BC – Seleucid Empire conquered Israel – Antiochus Epiphanies takes over 

 

• His goal - conquer the Ptolemaic Empire – is 
told by Rome to withdraw – If Selucid & Ptolemies 
united then there would be too much power for 
one “Empire” to hold onto. 
 

• Withdraws into Israel – seeks to eliminate 
the Jews. 
 

• Wanted to transform Jerusalem into a Polis.  
Builds a Gymnasium at the Temple Mount. 
 

• Diverted the Temple funds into secular 
activities. 
 

• Appointed a Hellenistic High Priest  

• 167 – outlaws the keeping of the Torah.   

• Desecrates the Temple by bringing Greek gods into the temple. 

• Daniel refers to this as the abomination of desecration 

 

• In Modiin – Priests are forced to build an altar to Greek gods to sacrifice a pig.  
Mattathias – refuses – begins Maccabeean Revolt. 

 
VI. Maccabean Revolt  

 

• 164 Temple conquered by Judah Maccabee (Chanukkah) 
 

• From 164-63 Israel is Independent and prosperous. 
 

• Maccabees were very religious they restored Torah to the land. 
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• They established Beit Midrash (houses of study) led by sages (religious leaders) known 
as Chaikhamin.  

 

• Living the Torah in daily Life called – Challachah (Way to walk) 
 

• Many religious parties formed because of many different “theologies”, one were the 
Pharushim (Pharisees) 

 

• Under the Hasmoneans (Maccabees) Israel’s borders were extended to that in the time 
of Solomon. 

 


