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THE REVELATION OF KING YESHUA 
Lesson 1 – Setting The Stage 

 
I. Paradigm Shift 

 
Romans 12:2  
 
Salvation is immediate, paradigm (way of thinking) takes time to change. 
 

A. Current paradigm – Church/Denomination  
 

 Often competitive 
 Separated by minor doctrines and practices e.g. baptism: sprinkling vs immersion 
 Focus on numbers and “church growth” – including transfer growth 

 
Early church no denominations – happened after reformation which was caused by 
the deviation by Roman church after Christianity was made mandatory by 
Constantine. 
 
Romans changed the Biblical calendar (marked by the Feasts of the Lord) to its own 
Roman calendar with its own feasts: Daniel 7:24-25 
 
Shabbat changed from Saturday to Sunday 
Calendar changed from Lunar based to Solar based. 
 
“Unquestionably the first law, either ecclesiastical or civil, by which Sabbatical observance 
of Sunday is known to be ordained is the Sabbatical edict of Constantine, AD 321.” 
(Chambers encyclopaedia, Article “Sunday”) 
 
"On the Venerable Day of the Sun ["venerabili die Solis"--the sacred day of the Sun] let the 
magistrates and people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed.” The First 
Sunday Law of Constantine 1, in "Codex Justinianus," lib. 3, tit. 12, 3; trans. in Phillip 
Schaff "History of the Christian Church" Vol. 3, p. 380. 
 
All rooted in Anti-Semitism and Replacement Theology. 
 
Emperor Constantine in 325 AD, at the Council of Nicea, changed the observance of 
the Lord’s death and resurrection from Passover on the Jewish calendar to the first 
weekend of Spring. Thus Easter falls on a different date every year. He said that it 
was unbecoming for us (Christians) to remember the Lord’s death and resurrection 
with the murderers of Christ. 
 
Church has been operating under this paradigm ever since. 

 
B. Kingdom paradigm 

 
Church puts aside differences and works as one body. 
 
7 Letters written to congregations in 7 cities – 1 Word for the city  
 
Main focus – making disciples (Matthew 28:18) 
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C. Overarching theme of the Bible 
 
The story of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation is about the kingdom. 
 
1. Adam was a vassal king : Genesis 1:26-28  

Satan took the kingdom by deceiving man; Jesus referred to him as prince of this 
world (John 12:31-33,14:30, 16:11,) Paul called him prince of the power of the air 
Ephesians 2:1-3 
 

2. Israel was created to be God’s kingdom on earth. Exodus 19:5-6 
 

3. The gospel John the Baptist and Yesua preached – “repent for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2, 4:17) 

 
4. Angel’s declaration: Revelation 11:15  
 

D.  Our reality: 
 

1. We moved house: Colossians 1:13  
 
2. We were once controlled by Satan: Ephesians 2:1-2  
 
3. We are citizens of heaven: Philippians 3:20  

 
 We are positioned in heavenly places with Messiah. Ephesians 2:4-6 

 
D. Warfare 

 
1. Reality of spiritual warfare: Ephesians 6:12, 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 

 
2. Origin of the war 

 
God speaks to Lucifer : Ezekiel 28:14-16, Isaiah 14:12-15 
 
Very likely happened before creation of Adam and Eve because we find him in the 
garden when Adam and Eve were there. 
 

3. Culmination of the war 
 
Messiah defeated Satan on the cross and delivered us: Colossians1:13-14 
 
We have changed citizenship Philippians 3:20-21 
 

4. The final declaration: Revelation 11:15  
 

II. Book Background 
 

 Writer – Yochanan/John (the Beloved), brother of Yakov/James sons of Zavdai 

(Zebedee) 

 Date of writing – late 80s to mid 90s AD 

Roman Emperor in Power – Domitian 
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 Audience: 7 churches in Asia (Minor) today Turkey 

 Location – Patmos Island off the coast of Turkey (at that time practically 
uninhabited). 
 

Why was John there? 

He had been arrested by the Romans; legend says they tried to boil him in oil but 
could not, so he was exiled there. 

 
A. Purpose of writing 

 
1. Revelation – Greek “apokalupsis” unveiling or revealing 

 
A revelation of Yeshua first and foremost  (Revelation 1:1) 
 
Not Anti-Christ, nor the Beast nor the Great Tribulation 
 
Why do we need a revelation of Yeshua? To have a new perspective of Him. The 
old perspective is not sufficient for what is ahead. 
 
Old – Shepherd, Friend, Provider etc. 
New – Warrior King coming to fight for His people (Zechariah 14) 
 

2. A revelation of things which are to come, to warn the church of the things which 
were about to take place so that they (we) would be prepared: Revelation 1:1  
 

3. Revelation 1:3 God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the 
church, and he blesses all who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the 
time is near. NLT 

 

4. Not just information but commands to obey, all this is in addition to the things that 
Yeshua taught while He was still on the earth (Matthew 24, Mark 13 & Luke 21) 
 

B. What it should do for us 
 
Help believers to become overcomers 
 
8 times in the book it mentions “he who overcomes”. 
 
Overcoming – hardship, adversity and persecution 
 
To encourage believers to withstand the hardships and persecutions which are 
coming upon the world. 
 
Also to stir us to reach out to the lost because time is short. God is not willing for 
anyone to perish but He desires that everyone comes to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 
 

C. Keys to the book “in the Spirit” – Revelation 1:10, 4:2, 17:3, 21:10 
 
John sees things while in the Spirit, i.e., visions, does not mean he is moved 
physically.  
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D. Central verse of the book – Revelation 11:15 
 

E. Location – Island of Patmos off the coast of Turkey today, then quite uninhabited. 
 
Why was John there? 

III. The Roman World 
 
Roman Empire stretched from Europe to West Asia (today) – borders of India. 
 
It was a very religious world: 

 
A. They worshipped many gods 

 
All their gods were represented by idols (images) 
 
Jews and Christians had no images 
 
The plagues God brought upon the Egyptians was a battle of images; multi 
sensory war for the hearts and minds of the people. 
 
Today same war of imagery via social media 
 
“Stay home, stay safe” it conjurs in our minds that outside is not safe. 
 

B. Cities were dedicated to gods 
 
Today there is the philosophy of “separation of church and state”. In the first 
century this was not so, some cities were dedicated to certain deities, for instance: 
 
Diana of Ephesus; aka Artemis (Greek) Acts 19:27-29 
 
They saw Christianity as an affront to Diana worship. 
 
Roma was goddess of Rome; she was pictured sitting on seven hills because 
Rome is a city situated on seven hills. 
 
In Revelation 17 – harlot on the beast with seven heads = Rome 
 
The world emulated Rome, it was a city of great reputation but John says it is no 
more than a harlot. 
 
As believers of the true God, Jews and Christians are not to have the same value 
system as the world. 
 

C. Emperor was considered a god 
 
He was also known as “Lord” (kurios) 
 
Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day NKJV 
 
Neither Shabbat (Saturday) nor Sunday, readers in the first century understood 
exactly what John meant by this term. 
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“Sinner’s prayer”, the formula is taken from Romans 10:9-10 which says 
 
In those days in you proclaim anyone other than Caesar as lord you would be 
executed 
 

D. Meat sold in the market was dedicated to the gods 
 
Problem for Christians and Jews (Acts 15:20,29) 
 

E. Morality was very low 
 
Immorality was very prevalent; it was part of their pagan worship to have sexual 
relations with temple prostitutes. This included homosexuality. 
 
Paul wrote about the situation: Romans 1:18-28 
 
Technologically we have progressed but morally we have regressed. Ecclesiastes 
1:9   
 

F. Conformity was expected 
 
To do any kind of trade or craft one had to part of a guild or association, and 
membership meant having to partake of the religious rituals, including sex with 
temple prostitutes. It was very hard for Jews and Christians. 
 
People could not buy or sell or do any kind of business without the number of the 
beast. (Revelation 13) 
 
In the first century 666 = Nero 
 
In Acts 15 the Jerusalem council decided: Acts 15:28-29 
 
This meant that it was nearly impossible for Christians to fit into Roman society. 
 


