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THE KINGDOM’S CALENDAR 
5 Tabernacles (Sukkot) 

I. Rosh Hashannah 
 
Leviticus 23:23-25 
 

A. New Year 
Tishri is the first month according to the civil calendar but seventh on the sacred or 
religious calendar: 
 
Play on word “in the beginning” - “aleph b’tishrei” i.e. 1st of Tishrei. 
Derived by rearranging the letters in the first word “Bereshit” forming “aleph b’tishrei”. 
 
Jewish tradition also says it was the sixth day of creation when God made Adam and 
Eve. Creation began 5 days before on the 24th of Elul. 
 
Holy convocation or holy day (holiday) and it is marked by the blowing of ram’s horn 
trumpets (shofarim). 
 
Outside of Israel mostly in synagogues) 
 
B. Preparation 

 
Preparation begins in the month of Elul the last month of the year. 
 
Begins the period of Teshuavh (repentance or return) 
 
C. The Trumpet 

• Shofar- made of ram’s horn 

• God supplied the ram for Abraham 

• It is a natural instrument 

• It’s is twisted — a sign of repentance 

• It has its flesh removed — no flesh involved in serving God. 
 

D. Use of The Shofar 
 
There are many uses of the shofar listed in the Bible but the three major uses are: 

• Coronation of a King 

• Sound the alarm 

• A call to gather before the Lord 
 
E. Modern Observances 

• No Work 

• Blowing of Shofars in the synagogue 

• Tashlik — casting off your sin 

• Eating sweet things — the sweetness of the Lord 

• Tradional Greeting — La Shannah Tovah 
 
F. Prophetic Implications 

 
▪ Zecheriah 9:13-1 6; Judah = Israel, Ephraim = the church (Gen 48:19b). God will 

raise them up to fight against the enemies and He will save His people. 
 
▪ Rapture of the church: 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
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▪ The Trumpets are part of plagues that will come upon the earth (Rev. 8:7 — 
11:19).  

 
▪ God sends these plagues to cause mankind to repent, Revelation 9:20-21 

 
 

II. Yom Kippur 
Leviticus 23:26-32 - The holiest day in the Jewish Calendar, a high holy day. 

 
A. 10 DaysofAwe - Last chance to repent before judgment day 
 
B. Yom Kippur 

 
1. The Meaning – Yom Ha-kippurim meaning “the day of covering or concealing”. 

It is also known by some other names such as: “The day of the Great Fast”, “The 
Great Fast” or simply “The Day”. 
 
In the book of Acts, Paul refers to this day as “The Fast” - Acts 27:9-10 (NKJV) 
The word “kippur” is derived from the root word “kopher” which means ransom. 
 

2. Temple celebration 
Levitcus 16:29-31, 29, Leviticus 16:6-10 
3 Elements of the Day: Temple, High Priest & Sacrifice 
Story from the Mishnah 
 

3. Today’s celebration 
Prayer and fasting and repentance (Leviticus 16:31), Today this means a complete 
fast, no brushing teeth, no bathing, no wearing leather shoes (comfort) customary 
to wear white. 
They also recite the Kol Nidre (All vows prayer). 
It is considered ‘judgment day” 
 

4. The Prophetic Picture 
 

C. Fulfilled Prophecy 

• Jesus our High Priest as well as scapegoat (Jesus & Barabbas) 

• Hebrews 9:23-28 

• The tabernacle and the temple are replicas of the throne of God in heaven. 

• We now have access to the Holy of Holies - Hebrews 10:19-22 

• We are now High priests who can enter the presence of God - 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 

D. Yet Unfulfilled Prophecy 

• Jesus will return out of the Holy of Hofles in heaven - Revelation 19:11-16, 
Beginning of the battle of Armageddon. 

• Dressing of the High Priest on Yom Kippur 

• Therefore we must keep our hope alive: Titus 2:11-14, 1 John 3:2-3 
 

III. SUKKOT (Feast of Booths / Tabernacles) 
A. The Command – Leviticus 23:33-44 
 
B. Time of fruit harvest – citrus 

 
C. Observances 

1. Historical 

• Holy Day - Shabbat 
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• Daily offerings 

• Remember their wandering period 

• Giving thanks for the harvest 

• Water Libation (Simchat Beit HaShoevah) — John 7:37-39 
 

2. Modern 

• Make booths 

• Orthodox Jewish people will pray holding four kinds of plants (lulav), Leviticus 
23:40 

 
C. Prophetic Implications 

• Ingathering of souls 

• Manifest presence of God — Solomon’s temple dedicated at this time. 

• Jesus’ presence with us during his millennial reign (Revelation 20:1-6) 

• Living waters will flow out of Jerusalem - Zecheriah 14:8-9, John 7:37-39 

• Nations will celebrate the feast – Zecheraiah 14:16-17 
 

IV. Sheminei Atzeret & Shimcaht Torah 
 

A. 8th day — Sheminei Atzeret, the day after completion – Leviticus 23:39 and on the 
eighth day a Sabbath-rest. Indicates a new beginning 

 
B. Simchat Torah 

 
1. Present Observance 

• A day of rejoicing in the Torah, 

• renewal of the cycle of reading the Torah. 

• A day of festivity and dancing with the Torah, 
 

2. Prophetic Implication 

• New Heaven and New Earth - Rev 21:1-5 

• Symbolises the completion of God’s plan of redemption. 
 

 

 

 


