THE KINGDOM’S HOLIDAYS
3 Passover (Pesach)

A promise for those who keep the feasts:
Exodus 34:23-24
23 "Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the LORD God of
Israel. 24 For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; neither will any
man covet your land when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the
year. NKJV
I. PASSOVER
A. The Mandate
God commanded the celebration of the feast of Passover in Leviticus 23:5-14. In verse 5
He declares that it is His Passover.
Leviticus 23:5 On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD's Passover.
NKJV
It is meant to be celebrated forever: verse14 “it shall be a statute forever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings.”NKJV
Passover will be celebrated in the millennial Kingdom of Jesus: Ezek 45:21 "In the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall observe the Passover, a feast of
seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. NKJV
In those days Jew and Gentile will observe the feasts together.
Therefore it is a statute that lasts forever.
B.

The Issue of Passover

Isaiah 45:5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; There is no God besides Me. I will gird
you, though you have not known Me,
Exodus 12:12 "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every
firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am
the LORD.
At Passover God judged the gods of Egypt and brought them down.
Plagues
Nile turned to blood, all fish died.

Gods that were judged
Sothis-God of Nile

Frogs

Heket-Primordial goddess(symbolized by the Frog)

Dust turns to lice

Seth-God of desert

Great swarm of insects attack people &
land
Pestilence destroys livestock

Aker-Earth God

Boils

Isis-Goddess of Healing
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Hail with fire destroys barley & flax

Thermuthis-goddess of Harvest

Locusts destroy wheat & every green
thing
Darkness

Ra-God of sun, earth & sky

Death of firstborn

Selket-Guardian of Life

C.

Change of Calendar- Exodus 12:1
• Passover gave the children of Israel a new life, under the cover of the blood of the
lamb.
•

D.

E.

Aton-Sun God

We were given new life by the blood of the lamb.

Significance
• Marks the beginning of nationhood
•

It makes them the only people that God rescued en-mass

•

Pesach (Passover) means to spring up; jump over

•

Begins week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag Hamatzah)

Observance

The Seder – A meal with a special order of service
• The purpose of the Seder is to teach the next generation, Exodus 12:14. 13:3-8
Exodus 12:14 'So this day shall be to you a memorial NKJV
Exodus 13:3 And Moses said to the people:"Remember this day in which you went out of
Egypt, NKJV
Exodus 13:8 And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, 'This is done because of what
the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.' NKJV
• Passover is a celebration of remembrance.
Biblically only three elements: roasted lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs, (Exodus
12:1-17), others added later.
1. Remember who you were
Bitter herbs: Karpas & Maror
Exodus 12:8
To the Jews – a reminder of their bitter experience in slavery, to us – the bitterness of
our slavery to sin
Romans 6:17-18
17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
Charoseth – reminder of the mud out of which the Israelites made bricks. A reminder of
how we laboured to make ourselves righteous.
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2. Remember my promises
4 Cups & 7 Promises (Ex 6:6-8)
Cups: Thanksgiving, Blessing, Redemption, Praise
Promises: I will bring you out, I will free you, I will redeem you, I will take you, and I will
be your God, And I will bring you to the land, I will give it to you as a possession.
3. Remember what I did
•

The Lamb / Matzah (Exodus 12:3-8), breaking the middle Matzah (Yachatz)

•

Zroar (Lamb Shank bone) – God’s strong arm

•

Maggid – The telling of the Passover Story

4. Remember what I am going to do

F.

•

Beitzah (Roasted egg) – looking forward to the temple being rebuilt

•

Elijah’s Cup (Malachi 4:5-6, Revelation 3:20) Elijah returns before Messiah.

Messianic Implication
•

Yeshua The Lamb of God - John 1:35-36

•

Yeshua The Bread of Life - John 6:41, 48-51

Instructions about the Lamb.
Exodus 12:3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man
is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. NIV
Exodus 12:6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of
the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. NIV

Yeshua entered Jerusalem from the Mt of Olives via the Eastern Gate (Golden Gate)
Ezekiel 44:2 – Gate shall be shut
Gate was sealed by Sultan Suleiman in 1541
He entered Jerusalem on a donkey: Zechariah 9:9
II. UNLEAVENED BREAD (CHAG CHMATZAH)
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Leviticus 23:5 – 8, Exodus 12:15 – 20, 13:6 – 8
A. A Call To Holiness
Leaven – symbolic of sin, Passover is a fresh start for us to live a holy life.
Leviticus 19:1-2, Exodus 19:6, Levitcus 20:7
B. Messianic Significance
Yeshua is the Unleavened Bread of Life who makes us holy: 1 Peter 1:18-19

III. First Fruits (Havikurim) – Leviticus 23:9 - 14
A. Time of celebration
Leviticus 23:11 He (priest) shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted
on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.
The Pharisees (rabbis) – Passover is Sabbath so day after Passover
MON

TUE
WED
PASSOVER 1ST FRUIT

THU

FRI

SAT
SABBATH

SUN

The Saducees (priests) – after weekly Sabbath following Passover
MON

TUE
PASSOVER

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
SABBATH

SUN
1ST FRUIT

Cultural Significance
Celebration of the first harvest of the year
Havikurim or also called Sfirat Haomer – early Firstfruits
The first grain harvest of the year, which in Israel would be the barley
Rejoicing at the early harvest: Psalms 126:6 He who continually goes forth
weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
Bringing his sheaves with him. NKJV
B. Messianic Significance
Yeshua died as the Passover Lamb and rose again as the Firstfruit of the
resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:20 – 23.
IV. Summary
•

Yeshua is the Passover Lamb who was slain for us

•

Yeshua is the Bread of Life born without sin, who makes us holy and enables
us to live a holy life.
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•

Yeshua is the firstfruit of the resurrection giving us hope that we too will
experience the resurrection from the dead.
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